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Administrative Record File for the Surface Soil Operable Unit Proposed Plan 
United Nuclear Corporation Superfund Site 

 
PREAMBLE 

 
The purpose of this document is to provide the public with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) index to the administrative record file for the United Nuclear Corporation 
Superfund Site (the “Site”) Surface Soil Operable Unit Proposed Plan. The Site is located in 
Gallup, New Mexico. Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. Section 9601 et seq, EPA is in the process of determining 
what sort of  remedial action (if any) to take at the Site regarding the disposal of mine waste 
from the Northeast Church Rock Mine Site.  Comments regarding this proposed response action, 
including this record file, should be addressed to: 

 
Katrina Higgins-Coltrain 

Remedial Project Manager (6SF-RL) 
U.S. EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 
(214) 665-8143 

coltrain.katrina@epa.gov 
 
Section 113 (j)(1) of  CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613 (j)(1), provides that judicial review of  the 
adequacy of a CERCLA response action shall be limited to the administrative record.  Section 
113 (k)(1) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613 (k)(1), requires the EPA to establish an administrative 
record upon which it shall base the selection of its remedial actions.  As the EPA decides what to 
do at the site of a release of hazardous substances, it compiles documents concerning the site and 
the EPA’s decision into an “administrative record file.”  This means that documents may be 
added to the administrative record file from time to time.  Once the EPA Region 6 Superfund 
Division Director signs the Record of Decision memorializing the selection of the action, the 
documents which form the basis for the selection of the response action are then  known as the 
“administrative record.” 
 
Section 113(k)(1) of  CERCLA requires the EPA to make the administrative record file available 
to the public at or near the site of the proposed response action.  Accordingly, the EPA has 
established a repository near the site where the administrative record file may be reviewed: 
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Octavia Fellin Public Library 
115 West Hill Avenue, Gallup, NM  87310 

505.863.1291 
Hours:   9:00 am to 8:00 pm       Monday thru Thursday 

10:00 am to 6:00 pm     Friday  
       9:00 am to 6:00 pm        Saturday 

 
and 

 
Navajo Nation Superfund Office 

Highway 264/43 Crest Road 
St. Michaels, Arizona  86511 

928.871.6859 
  

and 
 

New Mexico Environment Department, 
Ground Water Protection and Remediation 

1190 St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

505.827.2855 
 

The public may also review the administrative record file at the EPA Region 6 offices in Dallas, 
Texas, by contacting the Remedial Project Manager at the address listed above.  The 
administrative record file is available for public review during normal business hours.  The 
administrative record file is treated as a non-circulating reference document.  Any document in 
the administrative record file may be photocopied according to the procedures used at the 
repository or at the EPA Region 6 offices.  This index and the administrative record file were 
compiled in accordance with the EPA’s Revised Guidance on Compiling Administrative Records 
for CERCLA Response Actions (September 20, 2010). 
  
Documents listed as bibliographic sources for other documents in the record file might not be 
listed separately in the Site index.  Where a document is listed in the Site index or in a 
bibliography, but is not located among the documents which EPA has made available in the 
repository, EPA will, upon request, include the document in the repository or make the document 
available for review at an alternate location.  This procedure applies to documents such as 
verified sampling data, chain of custody forms, guidance and policy documents, as well as 
voluminous site-specific reports. This procedure does not apply to documents in EPA’s 
confidential file.   Copies of guidance documents can also be obtained by calling the 
RCRA/Superfund/Title 3 Hotline at (800) 424-9346.  
 
Requests for documents under the procedure described in the preceding paragraph should be 
addressed to the Remedial Project Manager at the address listed above. 
 
The administrative record file index and the bibliographies of the various documents  in the 
administrative record file include listings of guidance documents which may form a basis for the 
selection of the response action in question. 
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The administrative record file is compiled as documents related to the response action are 
generated.  All documents that are clearly relevant and non-privileged are placed in the 
administrative record file, and made available to the public as soon as possible. The documents 
included in the index are arranged predominantly in chronological order.  EPA may send 
supplemental administrative record file volumes and indexes to the designated repository.  These 
supplements should be placed with the initial administrative record file.  The index includes the 
following information for each document: 
 
 
• A unique document identification number or “Docid” 
• Page numbers assigned to the document - These sequential numbers are stamped on 

each page of the documents.  The page range is given after the word “Bates” in the index 
• Document Date - The date the document was published and/or released.  A date in the 

year 2525 means no date was recorded.  
• Pages - Total number of printed pages in the document, including attachments. 
• Title – title or synopsis 
• Author - Name and/or organization of the originator. 
• Addressee - Name and/or organization of the recipient. 
• Document Type - General identification, e.g., correspondence, Remedial Investigation 

Report, Record of Decision. 
 
 REFERENCES 
 
Please note that EPA guidance documents listed below and elsewhere in this index as part of the 
administrative record file (including in bibliographies) may not be physically present at the 
repositories for the UNC Site (i.e., the three libraries listed above); however, the guidance 
documents are kept at EPA Region 6 offices in Dallas, Texas, where they may be reviewed and 
copied during regular business hours by arrangement with the Remedial Project Manager whose 
address appears above  Copies of guidance documents can also be obtained by calling the 
RCRA/Superfund/Title 3 Hotline at 1-800-424-9346.  
 
 
U.S. EPA – 1988a  CERCLA Compliance with Other Laws Manual Part I.  Interim Final.  

Office of Emergency and Remedial Response, Washington, DC.  
EPA/540/G-89/006, OSWER Directive 9234.1. August 1988. 
 

U.S. EPA – 1988b Guidance for Conducting Remedial Investigations and Feasibility Studies   
Under CERCLA, Interim Final.  Office of Emergency and Remedial            
Response, United States Environmental Protection Agency.  
EPA/540/G-89/004. October 1988. 
 

U.S. EPA – 1989a   CERCLA Compliance with Other Laws Manual, Part II. Interim Final.  
Office of Emergency and Remedial Response, Washington, DC. 
EPA/540/G-89/009, OSWER Directive 9234.1-02.  August 9, 1989. 
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U.S. EPA – 1989b Risk Assessment Guidance for Superfund.  Volume I : Human Health           
Evaluation Manual (Part A).  Office of Emergency and Remedial 
Response, United  States Environmental Protection Agency. U.S. 
EPA/540/1-89/002. December 1989. 

 
U.S. EPA - 1990   CERCLA Compliance with CWA and SDWA.  Office of Solid Waste and 

Emergency Response.  Publication 9234.2-06/FS. February 1990. 
 
 
U.S. EPA - 1991   ARARS Q’s & A’s: General Policy, RCRA, CWA, SDWA, Post-ROD 

Information, and Contingent Waivers.  Office of Solid Waste and 
Emergency Response.  Publication 9234.2-01/FS-A. July 1991. 

 
U.S. EPA – 1997 Establishment of Cleanup Levels for CERCLA Sites with Radioactive 

Contamination. OSWER No. 9200.4-18. August 22, 1997. 
 
 
U.S. EPA – 1999 A Guide to Preparing Superfund Proposed Plans, Records of Decision, 

and Other Remedy Selection Decision Documents, OSWER 9200.1-23P 
July 1999. 

 
 U.S. EPA – 2000 Remediation Goals for Radioactively Contaminated CERCLA Sites Using 

the Benchmark Dose Cleanup Criteria in 10 CFR Part 40 Appendix A, I, 
Criterion 6(6).  OSWER Directive 9200.4-35P. April 11, 2000. 

 
U.S EPA – 2010  Revised Guidance on Compiling Administrative Records for CERCLA 

Response Actions (September 20, 2010). 
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